
Thanks to all who paid their 2012 dues and to 
those who contributed to the Lake Manage-
ment fund.

For those who didn’t, it’s never too late. Dues are 
$30/year. In this time of economic hardship, please at 
least consider paying membership dues to show your 
support, even if additional funds aren’t available. Thanks 
for your continuing support.

Please send your dues and/or contributions to:
Prindle Lake Assoc., Inc.
PO Box 386
Charlton, MA 01507

or bring with you to the Annual Meeting.
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Prindle Lake Association, inc.

Annual Meeting 
Saturday, September 22, 2012 • 10:00 am Grange Hall

T he Annual Meeting will begin at 10:00 am in the Grange Hall.  An annual meeting is a 
By-Law requirement. The meeting is a forum for you to learn what is happening at the lake 
as well as the state of our treasury, and to have a say in the future direction of the Prindle 

Lake Association. The Board of Directors, Secretary, and Treasurer will be elected at this meeting. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, but you must be a paid member of the PLA in order to vote.

The By-Laws of the Association govern the composition of the Board of Directors. To insure 
broad representation, they allow for three Directors from Oak Ridge Drive, three from Pumpkin 
Lane, and three to five additional directors at-large, as well as a Secretary and a Treasurer. The 
President is elected by the Directors at the first meeting following the Annual Meeting.

Join us on September 22 to hear the progress on the Dam Repair Project and to greet your 
neighbors. Hope to see you there!

Prindle Lake Association, Inc.  PO Box 386 • Charlton, MA 01507

One of the most harmful elements to add to the lake is phosphorus. Although a lake needs phosphorus, suf-
ficient quantities occur naturally in soil and other sediments. Additional phosphorus and other nutrients that 
enter the water through human activities can upset the ecological balance of the lake.

With a little bit of effort, we can all be responsible stewards and take the extra time to have a positive impact in our 
small environmental world of Prindle Lake. There are a number of actions we can all take to ensure the right type of 
water is entering the pond — to keep it healthy and enjoyable for this season and seasons to come.

Some suggested activities:
•  Leave as much vegetation on slopes as possible to reduce velocity of storm water runoff and filter out sediments.
•  Create the largest possible buffer along the shoreline (30 feet recommended by leaving existing vegetation and 

rocks and planting small shrubs.)
•  Develop a winding dirt path to your shore or dock. This generates less erosion than a steep paved path.
•  Do not add sand to the beach area. Introduced sand is a major source of sediments and phosphorus.
•  Direct runoff towards wooded areas so sediments, toxins, and nutrients can be filtered out. Water that runs 

directly into the lake is a prime source of phosphorus which promotes growth of algae and other plants.
•  Remove dead plant material that washes into shore.
•  Reduce the use of pesticides. If you must use them, do not use prior to, or shortly after, a storm. Do not discard 

left over pesticides down drains or into the ground.
•  Use phosphate-free detergents. Wash vehicles in an area that will drain away from the lake.
•  If you change the oil in your car, do not pour it into the ground. Place in a container and take to a gas station or 

suitable place for proper disposal.
• Use phosphate-free laundry and kitchen soaps.
•  Maintain your septic system. Yearly pumping is suggested.
•  Avoid or minimize the use of lawn/garden fertilizers:  pelletized lime is a pond-friendly lawn treatment.
• Do not keep poultry, horses, cattle, or other farm animals on the premises surrounding the lake.

Caring for Our Pond

Dues/Contributions as of 7/13/12
Dues (39) ....................................................................................... $1,170.00
Weed Control (36) ....................................................................+4,985.00
Additional Contribution (4)......................................................+  280.00

$6,435.00

Financial Condition as of 8/9/12
Ending Balance ............................................................................$12,867.97
Deposits (5) .................................................................................+1,420.00

$14,287.97
Aquatic Control .......................................................................... - 4,000.00

$10,287.97
8/6/12 Deposits ........................................................................... +  690.00

$10,977.97
Taxes ................................................................................................ -  192.20

$10,785.77
Interest ........................................................................................... +       .42

$10,786.19



Preserving Lake Quality

Adhering to Prindle Lake original property deed restrictions will preserve the lake 
quality. Prindle Lake original property deed restriction documents were recorded at various times 
with the Worcester District Registry of Deeds at the time when most of the land abutting the lake 

was sub-divided (i.e., Deeds Book 4591, Page 358, and others). The restrictions were clearly intended to pre-
serve the good quality of Prindle Lake for the benefit of all the future property owners.  

The Prindle Lake property owners will be spending approximately $400,000 to repair the dam and save 
the lake. Doesn’t it make good sense to continue to adhere to those original deed restrictions to protect our 
investment and preserve the quality of our lake?

Typical restrictions include:
1. No animals or poultry shall be kept or maintained except household pets.
2. Nothing except electric outboard motors of not more than 5 hp. shall be used on Prindle Lake.
3. Several construction related restrictions
Let’s Work to Keep Prindle Lake Looking Good
There are some long-standing unused and abandoned items in the lake and along the shoreline. Please 

remove those that you can.  Contact the PLA Directors if you need assistance in doing so and they will 
attempt to find assistance for you.

Prindle Lake Dam Repair Project

The ownership of the Prindle Lake Dam was 
transferred to the Town of Charlton in Octo-
ber 2011. The Board of Selectmen authorized 

the formation of the Prindle Lake Dam Repair Com-
mittee (PLDRC) in December 2011 consisting of 
seven members including two PLA Directors.  The 
PLDRC is responsible for overseeing the  designing 
and construction of the dam repairs. 

Lenard Engineering. Inc. was selected as the dam 
repair design contractor. 

The PLDRC choose the option that does not in-
clude the installation of a low-level outlet and a new 
spillway, thereby reducing the estimated repair cost 
by approximately $125,000.The prior dam owners, 
Santos Irrevocable Trust, had gifted $164,250 to the 
Town to be used for the repair of the dam. The bal-
ance of the cost will be assessed as Betterment.

The estimated cost for the project is currently 
approximately $400,000.  This is subject to increases 
due to permitting, construction bidding, and unfore-
seen issues encountered during construction. 

The task completion timetable is 
estimated to be:

• Permitting process: September 2012
•  Construction contractor contract award: 

November 2012
•  Dam repair construction:  November 2012  

through August 2013
Betterment will be assessed to those property 

owners who will benefit from the improvement upon 
completion of the dam repairs. The assessment will 
be based on the final cost for the project and the 
final determination of the number of property own-
ers to be assessed.

The Board of Directors of Prindle Lake Associa-
tion would like to share an excerpt from a news-
letter sent to all property owners of Prindle Lake 

on July 1, 1974.

Subject: Preservation of Prindle Lake.
The following is a brief outline of why the Prindle 

Lake Association, Inc. was organized, what it has 
accomplished thus far and what we hope, ultimately, 
to achieve.

The purpose of forming the Prindle Lake Associa-
tion, Inc. was to maintain and control the natural 
conditions and attempt to enforce the various deed stipulations.  In order to accomplish this we had to 
engage the services of legal counsel and ecology specialists resulting in the following achievements:

•  A corporation was formed and extensive study made to determine our legal rights relative to the lake 
and surrounding area.

•  At the Annual Meeting, June 22, 1974, the membership voted to assume responsibility for the taxes on 
a major portion of the lake bottom thereby giving us possession of the bottom and some of the adjacent 
land and the ability to exercise more control of the lake activities.

•  The membership also voted to assume any remaining taxes when and if they become available.
•  Our ecology specialist treated the lake this spring.  Our membership indicated at this meeting that 

they would like to have the services repeated as needed.
We are working towards 100% membership in this association because we sincerely believe that all prop-

erty owners on this lake want to preserve and better existing conditions.

Thirty-eight years later things have not changed.  The association is still determined to preserve and strive 
to better existing conditions and water quality. Recently we were faced with the possibility of the dam being 
breached and the lake turning into a marshland. Thankfully this didn’t happen. Now more than ever we feel fortu-
nate to have our lake, to enjoy the water and the views without the worry of losing our lake to weeds or, worse, 
a faulty or breached dam.  We are still working toward 100% membership because we feel the residents treasure 
Prindle Lake and want to maintain and improve our area. We will continue to monitor conditions around the lake 
and take appropriate actions when the quality and conditions of the lake are threatened. 
The Board of Directors would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all the members of the association 
for their continued support throughout the years.

PLA, Then and Now

Andrew Visser, President ...................................248-5322
Don Guertin, Treasurer......................................248-7853
Denise Thomas, Secretary .................................434-0142 
Glenna Brownell ..................................................248-6938
Pat Colognesi .......................................................248-0545
Serafino Defranco ...............................................248-5885

Officers and Board of Directors
Bruce Hebert .......................................................248-6763
Paul Naso ..............................................................434-0619
Jeff Palmer .............................................................248-6371
Frank Rogers ........................................................248-5200
Brad Smith ............................................................248-7281
Bob Stead ..............................................................248-5259


